
 

 

dCS Vivaldi: $114,996/system as reviewed 

The latest dCS digital playback system comprises the Vivaldi DAC ($35,999), which can decode 

every digital resolution from MP3 to DSD and DXD, provides 10 filter options (six for PCM, four 

for DSD), and offers every digital input other than Ethernet; the Vivaldi Upsampler ($21,999), 

which can upconvert even the lowest-resolution MP3 data to 24/384, DSD, and DXD, or any 

format in between; the Vivaldi Master Clock ($14,999), containing two groups of four clock 

outputs, which can be independently set; and the Vivaldi Transport ($41,999), a smooth, quiet, 

quick-booting SACD/CD drive based on TEAC's Esoteric VRDS Neo disc mechanism, 

controlled by dCS-designed signal-processing electronics, and capable of upsampling CDs to 

DSD or DXD. In addition to updated casework and cosmetics, the Vivaldi products use a 

complete revision of dCS's Ring DAC topology, increasing the Ring DAC's available dynamic 

range and decreasing its jitter. Though setup was complicated, the Vivaldi components 

produced "a texturally supple, delicate, musically involving sound filled with color and life," said 

MF. On the test bench, the Vivaldi measured superbly, improving on dCS's Scarlatti in almost 

every way. "Wow!" said JA. (Vol.37 No.1 WWW) 

Read more at http://www.stereophile.com/content/recommended-components-fall-2016-edition-

disc-players-transports-media-players#IjvYxHRWMQTpl6hO.99 
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