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FLAT AND

FABULOUS

VIENNA ACOUSTICS' SCHONBERG SERIES SPEAKERS

PAIR PERFECTLY WITH TODAY'S FLAT-PANEL TVS. DO

THEY SOUND AS NICE AS THEY LOOK?

BY BRENT BUTTERWORTH PHOTOGRAPHY BY JOHM PHILLEP

oudspeakers have

some catchimg up to

thaa. In the last five

vears, our TVs have
slommed dowm eodugh o
LEMNNE 4 prone positon on
the wall, Maost speakers, sadly,
recoidine oo the floor, wherne
they consume valuable space
and trip your measuned puests,
That & wly speakers are slimn-
ming down ster than NBC
weithermun Al Roker, shed-
ding their bulky eiclosurnes
amd bosing black finishes with
the hope that they will earn o
place on the wall pexr oo
vour p|i|.1|1'|i|.'["'|.".

e of e tost noewyor-
thy plasma-friendly speakers
cames Foan Viens Acousnes,
a respected maker of high-
el music and heane theater
sprakers. The company’s new
Schinhenz seres inchades
three speakers, all crafied from
the sammwe aluminmm extrusion,
amed all measuring juse 3.5
inches deep, The tny Berg
amed e midsized Webern
monnt o a wall ar sican
stancds, The Goe wops ouar with
the towering Schiénbergs it
stads ain the floor o amasches
to o wall,

You e wse these spoakers

for surnound sound or plain
steren, Lk any af thesn for
the left and right speakers in
1 seereo system, then add the
Webern or Berg as conter or
siderear spenkers o create o
home theater systea.

Before T proceed, T must
campliment Yienna Acousacs
o its inddusrial desige.
Schibnbere. in partcular, is
the nicest-lonkingz speaker 1
s i 14 yoars a8 an
clecoronics journaliss, MNo
photopraph cin o deese
speakens justice. They beleng
ine ohee Flusenm of Modern
Art mext o the Philipgpe
Starck juicer.

The company aspplies 2
bilack grille witl cach speak-
o1, Thirow it sy, nomy
apaniot, e grille spoils dee
look ond is unmecessary:
Becsuse e oweeter (the
fragile, high-frquency drinver)
i eovensd with s ewn meral
grille, and the woofers (the
larzer, loww=frequency drivers)
arc sturdy, these speakers will
stanacl ape tee all bue the st
desrrucive oddlor, even
withoot the grilles

Good looks are some-
timies thee oneImy of gnl::-l.‘l
sovnd, thowgh. Slim enclo-

bive
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sures cfen Tk the internal

volume necessary for good
bass reproduction. And while
thie side-bweside placement of
the speaker drivers i che
Schanbery series appears :Il:jr'|-
ishy, 1t presents o problen,
Alnose all speakers postian
their pwesrer above cheir
woter Aesthetically Tosrical as
this armnienent is, it s o
asustiznlly leneficial hecawse
it allowws che soumd oo spread
avenly actoss the room. Flace
thie twazeter to the side, and
the sound 15 less consistent
freain wiall coe wrall, bue erare
consistent fFom foor to ceils

B OESCRIFTION
WeEll-moinl o Inaesiznd MY 3DERIEE, Io-
smaar sl sl

B DIMENSIONS

Eotiinker): 415 8 1M05% 1.5 oAz
It

Webam: 197 x 10.5 £ 35 inchzs )
Barg: 823 o 108 o 55 nzhes mual).

B CONMECTIONS
l.‘|5|i||té"l'.ll'liiii:13 fdeplecs inchdsd
In= bae wine, sande g 2ndd Gin 2on-
L

| COMPONENTS

-inck woofor, Teinnn sleetomi twie
IlmD oddera i Schanteq and Wabsr|

m PREICE/CONTACT

FRIGE: Schirherg 52 200Gar: Waam:
£705 pact Bang: B405 azon Wl
meand g ks 5T Sch e
vaetam, 530 4o B0 price 5 o ke
tEennmes fer Seilntan; vehea ndag
Ieicd 2l=nd: 550 sach.

COHTACT. (5110 042-2500
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HARE EXNTLRTAINMENT &

R B R

The Sehdinhorg seeles
spwafors fondum wimafirs
{lefe) with trensporent
Jralyprapyling eones. wideh
Live poc 6 peek af the
speaifiers® inner workings,

ing. Thus, as you o
abone e o, the soend
can change, but o diffiers Jide
as vou stand up and sic down,
I cbo moe knoaw swhiat actvices
you prefer i your lving
oo, bt s e, T roatine-
by walk arcund or seooe
across 4 couch, and seldon
clisnly lcdders ar de jumping,
Jacks, Therekore, the sl
side placement of woofer and
paeeser i the Schinbens
SCTIES CONCErns 1me,

1 realize while unpackieg
these spezkers that thisy wall
seldom see duny 1 an acous-
tically ereted hoime theter.
They will most often reside
alongside plasma TV fn ezl
Lving spaces, which may have
wind, iarde or ale doors
and spagsely decoraced walls,
all o swhich reflery souzl.
Thus. [ choose te listn in
ny lounge, a large socm
weitdy oo floor, wood
cetling and waed ponebing,

flv choice aof listen
CHViEanE:

e
i}

cel is prescient

The Schdnbergy o siegs
in this roea, which would
prove o reverberant for
st speakers. The mowers
produce 2 sacthngly Tifilike
stereo image. Insmunents
seeimt o exarerialize in che air
|_|L"r-.'\.1.' e ':l::q,!ilkLT':.TI'IL'
tonality i naceral—voices
sond clens wiely Bole col-

oration, and treble-hemy

arnilLdayT 1ool

REVIEWS I

clent For light nwsic, chick
flicks and maost TY shoaes,
Oicerviee, Webern shares
Schémbiers bost mrais: crisp

instrument like ovmbals and
LODUSEED gtz ring oL

The eBeces of Schonbergs
mreerer placermenst icaliy
prove prablemanc—the
sowtnd ehanges suldy bue

n'\'l'.l{'l kTl |1|i-:||'.|1'||__'|.' and
mond steren maging A pair
ol Wberns would pertectly
|;'|_1]]'||1|q'|||q'||: EAIY |.:'_'-:||Irl-.|_".-r.

noticeabhy zs 1 move oy

hezd side o side—"bur with
Izl dvonn Kevin WeltF af
=nrmnike (Vaennas LIS
nupercen), [ overcome the
problem. Schiinberg is not
particularly difficolt w scrup |

and you could add o thnd ==
i center speaker.

[ finish wich che baby
liurg_ |||r:-|,|r||'ir|j__; arke on cach
side of oo 1 5-nch wide-
LOCIFTY Berg reveals

ehie s chonacter as i Fann-

e ehe sade-mounted peees= Lo ) ]
er changes the roles. l

Mormably i maeers lice [ Iy members, Flowever, since
how far T 0L st froam Bl.'l'[; A TARY] K4 I:'fi'l:':_El".‘J][.'ll}:.' ar
o speakers, bor with

Schawberg, distinge is mone

vertzeally, | ehoose o nount
it with the owecter above the
l_'|'i_Ti|:.1|,.'5|_||'_..' distaree oI wiolar, 3 |'ll.x~.iI:1|.'| 1 thiat makes
chovse & fine. boc vour dealer | the Disterng distanes les cric-
e finestune e speaker ical aud. io oy opinion,
positioming o sound best at mikes ey sound bereer. You
can see Berg mounied shis

wiy ner wannchediage.con,

v preferned discince,
Pl worres ahoar Schin-
brrg’s boss response prove
wnfouraded; | kel more
power from drumes and bas
gruizr than | have ever felo
froum a spesker this s, The
boss i more char sufficient
fior gpsoss annsag, and adequace
w rarde alyeces m ooy s,
Howsever, miake suze vour
dealer plices H:J:ﬁnh-:rg
agimst the will, ptherwise
the bass reproduction may
bcnzuie unewe.
The wrpsaller W
1= snpler o ser up The
sound ne longer
chinges o 1 move about

Ol coacats HI.'I'F |::-1-:|||l.'.:'l.'.~\.
Jinrker s, s paor 16 with o
salrecooler, Wicna bad juse
1|1n~;_'u_||,:q|_'\d e gl press l:.|'|'|l_'.:l
AL three speakers ane sum
o delighe plasona TV owen-
crs=—and cven these wha jos
s 2 fancstc-leoking
sperker chat sounds great, oo
For i-depil el esases

ndeenis o ik, vl

nemichesianoons, [T

=T

shier o, ne naeer
what the Dsrening dis-
cunce, boecanse the
".:{"l:';'-:,':rl"- oceeler 3it%
beoween and o the sde
of it woaters rather
thant directy alonggide
one of them, The bass
will nor provoke you oo
dance, bue at |Jrr‘-1.'|.'_S$uEﬁ-: :



