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Adam Smith listens to EAT’s E-flat turntable.

don't think there can be any
doubt in anyone’s mind that
the 1980s are back with a
vengeance. Take a look around
you in everyday life and you'll
see legwarmers and those
white-rimmed Ray ban sunglasses
that somehow managed to look cool
on the cast of Miami Vice, but looked
ridiculous on everyone else.

Equally, turn on the radio and
some of the latest dross riding high
in the charts makes it seem as if
Stock Aitken and Waterman have
never been away. So why this sudden
trip down memory lane you may
wonder? Well, you see, | recently
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unpacked the EAT E-Flat turntable
and suddenly it feels like I'm back in
1983 again.

The reason for this is very simple
— this was the year in which NAD
launched the 5120 trntable to great
surprise. It was their first in-house
designed model, following various re-
badged Garrard and ADC efforts and
featured a very strange flat tonearm,
made from the same material used
as the base for PCBs. It was an
interesting idea but caused as many
problems as it solved and was soon
dropped for a conventional tubular
arm, but its spirit has been well and
truly resurrected by Euro Audio Team
and their new E-Flat turntable you
see before you.

Of course, things have moved
on greatly since the NAD’s day, and
the ten inch flat arm of the EAT is
actually made of carbon fibre with
a metal insert, and EAT can supply
arms of differing masses to suit
different cartridges. At the other end,
the arm rests on a unipivot bearing
and the lead-out wires connect into
a locking plug on top of the bearing
housing, thus making arm changes
relatively painless. Further back, the
first encounter with several instances
of sorbothane appears, in this case,
to decouple the counterweight from
the arm itself, and two weights of
different masses are supplied to,
again, make cartridge fitment easier.

Like the Forte and Forte S
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turntables, before it, the E-Flat utilises
a platter of high mass, which is

driven by a twin motor arrangement.
However, on this occasion, those
motors have been relocated to under
the deck rather than being on show
and just a single belt is used to wrap
around the periphery of both pulleys
and a sub-platter to transfer drive.
The platter itself weighs in at 6.9kg
and is somewhat reminiscent of that
used on the Inspire Monarch, being
330mm in diameter and featuring

a sloping outer edge. Internally the
platter contains a layer of sorbothane
and it is topped with a fixed mat
made from recycled LPs to which a
superbly engineered clamp bonds the
record snugly.

More sorbothane is to be found
around the bearing housing, arm
mounting and feet in order to apply
damping and the bearing and platter
aperture are suspended beneath the
main plinth, although in a fairly firm
manner - there is nothing like the
bounce of an LPI2 to be seen here.
The control circuitry is built into
the plinth and two buttons on the
front right hand corner offer speed
selection; blue LEDs flashing in the
appropriate button as the platter
winds itself gently up to speed and
glowing steadily once there.A third
button brings everything to a halt
and glows green to remind you of
this. Power is supplied to the deck by
a plug-top transformer that supplies




I5Vdc to a socket on the rear of
the plinth which, bizarrely, is labelled
‘16Vdc'!

Fit and finish of the E-Flat is
truly scrumptious, with the gloss
back plinth having an almost liquid
shimmer to it. When set up, the deck
looks surprisingly neat and compact,
belying its generous dimensions.
Although | enjoy a fully blinged-up
and colossal turntable as much as
the next person, the E-Flat has an
understated style and subtle sophis-
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tication that makes it a much more
domestically acceptable companion
than one of the aforementioned

oil rig lookalikes. My only tiny area
of concern is with regard to the
packaging — our well-travelled review
sample arrived in one piece but
the wooden outer box was well
on the way to giving up the ghost,
as was the polystyrene packaging
inside. Certainly my listening

room resembled the interior of

a Christmas snow globe once I'd
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