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DIGITAL PLAYBACK SYSTEM
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SACD transport, upsampler/network player, DAC and clock
Made by: Data Conversion Systems Ltd, Cambs

7~ Price: Trans, £24.5k; Upsampler, £12.5k; DAC, £20k; Clock, £9.7k

S S S
AL

Supplied by: dCS Ltd
Telephone: 01954 233950
Web: www.dcsltd.co.uk

N\
RN

dCs Vivaldi .

Digital System

Following in the wake of the Debussy, Puccini, Paganini and the Scarlatti comes dCS’s
latest multi-box flagship, the Vivaldi. Is this the digital playback system for all seasons?

Review & Lab: Paul Miller

- erivative’ is not a word that
appears in the dCS dictionary.
Instead, this Cambridge-based
= company prefers to innovate
whenever and wherever possible, not
simply to be different, but in its ongoing
quest to be better. In fact just about the
only facet of this four-box digital front-end
that’s not entirely bespoke is the network
platform fitted inside its Upsampler,
this being a 700-series module from
StreamUnlimited [see HFN Jan '13, p57].
But before we explore the nitty-gritty, we
need to appreciate the bigger picture.
dCS’s Vivaldi is a very big picture indeed,
a multi-box system comprising [in top-to-
bottom order, adjacent] an upsampling
CD/SACD digital Transport, an outboard
DAC, outboard Upsampler and dual-mode
Clock. The Vivaldi is also the company’s
first flagship since the Scarlatti in 2007
and its new industrial design is realised
in spectacular, sweeping curves and
matching, full-colour TFT displays.

ALL BLACK & WHITE

In the event, dCS runs these displays in
greyscale mode, with red-coloured icons
for obvious indication of error. They even
have their own PSUs and FPGAs and can
be timed-out for truly ‘silent’ operation.
The four Vivaldi units also have the same
control board, boasting several hundred
times the processing power of the Scarlatti.
This not only ensures the new code is
running well within limits but there's also
plenty of capacity to accommodate future
ideas and updates.

Each box has a limited range of
soft-touch buttons which, with a bit of
practice, can be used to navigate through
the various configuration menus. There's a
heavy alloy IR remote that’s most useful for
basic operation of the Transport but most
users will inevitably gravitate towards the
dCS app available on the iPod/iPhonefiPad

RIGHT: The reason for the CD/SACD transport’s
physical size is clear - our inside shot shows

how the power supplies are separated from the
control board and massive Teac VRDS Neo mech

now, and Android, Mac OS X and Windows
PC platforms in Feb "13.

The app allows you to view and select
music sources, including USB stick, iPhone,
NAS and UPnP renderers.
You can also browse
and select music by

‘Wedded to

then your journey will begin with the CD/
SACD Transport and DAC. If you've ripped
your disc collection, are acquiring hi-res
music downloads and want to replay via

a USB drive or wired
network then you'll be
looking at the Upsampler/

Iollc):atior;\.“artilst AP physical media — \l?v/:]c; ;ombinatiton.

album. All relevant trac . . ichever route you
metadata is provided then begln Wlth take, the addition of dCS's
for the selection in play ! stabilised 44.1kHz[/48kHz
(or queued) while global the Transport (word) Clock is the icing

controls deal with play,
pause, fast forward[reverse, DAC volume,
DAC phase and upsampling rate.

PHYSICAL OR VIRTUAL?

Where you start with this magnificent
tower rather depends on your priorities
as a listener, because you're not obliged
to drop £67k on the entire system. If
you are wedded to disc-based formats
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on its digital cake.
Housing a TEAC VRDS Neo mechanism,

the Vivaldi Transport is a physically
massive beast, even if in operation it's
reassuringly slick and light on its feet. In
common with the Upsampler and DAC,
the Transport also includes its own user-
programmable upsampling, taking CD data
to 24-bit/352.8kHz DXD while SACD is
communicated as dCS-encrypted 1-bit/







