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Digibit Aria Music Server: $5995 as reviewed

With their beautifully styled Aria, server specialists DigiBit have entered the hardware market
with a prepackaged, dedicated music server that can play multichannel files. The Aria runs a
heavily customized version of JRiver, and is available with or without an internal DAC, and with
or without on-board 4TB or 2TB file storage, the latter as either solid-state or a hard disk; KR
skipped the DAC, owing to its two-channel limitations, but opted for the 2TB hard drive. With the
Aria's S/PDIF output connected to his exaSound €28 DAC and with Aria's app downloaded to
his iPad, KR was up and running in 10 minutes. Oddly, the Aria's manual makes no mention of
multichannel, but, as KR points out, "the Aria handles multichannel files with the same facility as
it does two-channel. The only difference is that you need to ask DigiBit to install the appropriate
ASIO driver for your device." Even so equipped, the Aria's built-in ripper did not do multichannel;
apart from that, as KR wrote, the Aria was "a delight to use and makes no compromise in sound
quality. Fundamentally, the Aria's sound was as satisfying as that of other high-quality,
computer-based servers." (Vol.38 No.3 WWW)

Read more at http://www.stereophile.com/content/recommended-components-fall-2016-edition-
disc-players-transports-media-players#omt6VSZUPCrGuc6S.99
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